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bamboo be burnt, the man will die. For this reason a man
who goes out at night carries his torch high in the air, so that
his body may cast as short a shadow as possible. A Kiwai
man once refused to take part in a dance with some visiting
bushmen, because in the midst of the many flickering fires
his shadow could easily have been caught. The souls of sick
persons are in danger of being abducted by malevolent spirits
or otherwise leaving the body, as for example in sleep.
Hence a sick person is not allowed to sleep too much, for the
natives are afraid lest he might not wake up any more, and
for that reason they wake him up at short intervals. In
cases of serious illness the patient's friends light a fire outside
his hut and watch the road which the spirits are supposed to
take, apparently in order to bar the departure of the patient's
soul. If the wandering soul of a sick person be seen in the
company of some spirit, it may be brought back by people
versed in such things. Such a sage, holding one end of a
plaited arm-guard or bracer in his hand, goes and catches the
soul in the bracer, which he closes with his other hand.
Carrying the bracer, he hastens into the sick man's house
through the west entrance, which is the direction in which the
spirits depart. He touches both door-posts with his shoulders
to block the way so that the soul cannot go out again, and at
the same time pretends to throw the soul into the house. The
patient is sitting with his back towards the door, and the
" doctor " or wizard runs up to him and pushes in the soul,
hitting him on the back, a gesture which is connected with
the idea that the soul is situated in the back. The patient at
once comes round as his soul returns. But if the doctor fails
to capture the strayed soul, the patient will die. In the same
way the soul of a sick child is snatched away in a basket from
spirits who have come to carry it off.1
For the purpose of catching wandering souls of sick persons
or others a Kiwai wizard or medium goes about carrying a
long wicker-work glove for covering the wrist, a gauntlet.
It is carried in the left hand, and with the right hand the
medium catches the spirit or soul and puts it into the gauntlet.
He then takes it and places it against the back of the sick
man ; the spirit enters his body, and the invalid makes a quick
1 G. Landtman, The Kiwai Papuans of British New Guinea, pp. 269 sy.